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Networking

W

Gathering with other professionals to share ideas, research questions, and best practices
Is a necessary part of teaching English and Language Arts effectively. Because we spend
every day sharing our knowledge and helping students master new information, we must
make time to take in inspiration and fill our own emotional, social, and academic needs.
ACTELA Board members were recently asked to discuss what professional organizations
they gather with to find such inspiration. Here are some of their answers:

§ | am a member of the International Literacy Association (ILA). Each month | re-
ceive its publication where | learn innovative ways of teaching reading and writing
to my middle school students. This membership helps me learn what is happening
in the field of education in regards to literacy. | also get to hear from different
authors and learn about new books that will interest my students. Melinda Francis

§ I'm only involved with ACTELA AND NCTE at the moment :) Cindy Green
§ ® 0dOOQGUNPd £ZEUT UEdT OdNT UEx £Axbd@OET EUT E@~d" | £xNE
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National Trust. These communities of scholars inform my teaching of British liter-
ature and provide a support network for my own research and scholarship. I'm al-
so a Companion in the Guild of St George and active in the Carson McCullers So-
ET EUPpd £0Ed®~ UEdT U@uUdi O1 OEEd! ! 3rd! NNdUI E@EdOxI
perts for my students to contact in their research too! Kay Walter
§ I'm ateacher consultant with the Northwest Arkansas chapter of the National
Writing Project. Being a part of a NWP site offers so many great ways to help
spread the word about quality writing instruction and network with like - minded
educators! Tyler McBride

§ | am a part of the Southern Early Childhood Association. This organization uses
everyday to improve quality of care and early childhood education. Also, help
families and children through Professional Development. Brycial Williams
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state representative for a number of years. They have a two - day conference attached
to the end of NCTE. This is where | found Mike Mullin and Matthew Quick. Dixie Keyes

Arkansas Association of Instructional Media - I am a member of this organization and
attend its annual conference each year. Each year | am challenged by the new technol-

ogy presented in the session. | come away each year with a new method, app, gadget,
or website to add to my teaching tool belt. Jeff Wittingham

As a member of the Apple Distinguished Educator program | have access to a global
community of educators that are working in innovative ways. These educators provide
me with feedback and support in my own practice and challenge me constantly to seek
new ways to provide innovative resources for my students and for other educators.
This community also provides me with opportunities for digital authorship. Jessica Her-
ring

As an active member of ACTELA, | have been able to meet wonderful educators from
across the state. As the ACTELA program chair for the Arkansas Curriculum Confer-
ence, | have the opportunity to impact teachers by selecting quality sessions and pro-
fessional development for the ACC. The collaboration and enthusiasm that comes with
being an active ACTELA member is priceless. Sunny Foster

While ACTELA and NCTE are the primary focus of my professional involvement with
the field, | have also been a member of the IRA/ILA and our Arkansas chapter, ARA.
Membership in the ILA has been a crucial piece of my teaching as their standards guide
the programs that | teach in as a professor, and have been a part of the accreditation
efforts that are an ongoing element of educator preparation programs. Ryan Kelly

I am a member of the International Literacy Association, ASCD, and Association for Mid

- Level Education (AMLE). The most worthwhile benefits gained from my memberships

are the immediacy in which | receive the latest information regarding policies, instruc-

tional strategies, and resources. It would be quite daunting to gather all of this infor-

mation on my own, and | would be limited in how quickly | am able to share such infor-
mation with my teachers and their students. It is also an enormous boost to my en-

deavors to have such awell - founded support network in place. | can reach out to sev-
eral sources whenever | am faced with a particular quandary that needs to be reme-

died. These memberships have help prevent me from becoming burned - out and over -
stretched. Dawn Bessee
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ACC

Looking Back

UAM Preservice Presenters (L to R):
ShaRon Dilworth Jr., Callie Parker,
Hali Phillips, and Krista Goyne

ACC 2015 featured a new Roundtable Session for Preservice Teachers to present
the findings of their research. Thirteen students from the University of Arkan-

sas at Monticello made their debut professional presentations at their initial
conference experience. They provide us with a glimpse of the future of our disci-
pline and a unique view of our organization in their responses.
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Dawn Bessee and Cindy Green greet English teachers at the ACTELA membership ta

NCTE 2015

Arkansas in
Minneapolis

ACTELA was wel |l represented at NCTEOGs annual (
brought home awards along with our memories. Our newsletter was recognized,

and we were recognized for receiving a Teacher for the Dream grant. In addition,

we found ourselves enjoying the highlights of a wonderful experience among a

host of English and Language Arts teachers. Responses from some of the confer-

ences goes will encourage you to make plans to join us in Atlanta this year!



Dixie Keyes on the Exhibit Hall:
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Sunny Styles -Foster on Downtown Connections: The Minneapolis Skyway:
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Cindy Green on Documentary Sessions:
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Dawn Bessee on Using Inquiry to Better Serve our Teachers:
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Rob Lamm (left) and Kay Walter (right) preseng Linda Arnold
with the Carolyn Pitman Lifetime Achievement|Award

Rob Lamm presents Brycial Williamd with
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