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Dear ACTELA Members , 

 Hello all!  I hope everyone 

enjoyed a happy holiday break, spent 

time with family and friends, and 

found some time for yourselves!  

 As the new 

year approaches, I am 

reflecting on my 

teaching this past se-

mester and I seem to 

focus on the theme 

from NCTE this year 

"Turning the Page."  

How am I going to 

"turn the page" in this upcoming 

spring semester?  There are a few 

administrative things I want to change 

in my classroom, but I really want to 

focus on turning the classroom over 

to my students when it comes to dis-

cussions.  We did several Socratic 

Seminars in this last nine weeks with 

larger pieces of literature, but I really 

want to flip everything 

we do (big or small) 

into this type of dis-

cussion.  I am taking 

steps to work on this 

for the spring.  

 How will you 

"turn the page" this 

coming year?  Send us 

your ideas and 

thoughts; we would love to hear from 

you!  Happy New Year!  

Cindy Green, ACTELA President  

Visit our website : www.actela.weebly.com  

 

Email our editor : walter@uamont.edu  

 

Or Friend us on Facebook : 

Arkansas Council of Teachers of  

English Language Arts  
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By Dr. Kay Walter  

 

 One of the many highlights of NCTE is a visit to the Exhibit Hall. This 

year we stood in line by the hundreds, thousands, to wait our turn to flow 

down the escalator and through the doors in the vast cornucopia of infor-

mation, gifts, and ideas on offer.  

 One of the most interesting booths was also one of the smallest dis-

playsñtucked away between two others, around a corner in a less -trafficked 

aisle.  Jim Sadwith was there, giving away bookmarks and free previews of 

his movie, Coming Through the Rye .  I took the opportunity to speak with 

Sadwith because my dean is a Salinger fan.  I knew returning to Arkansas 

with Sadwithõs autograph would be a good way for me to demonstrate to him 

the significance of the NCTE conference to my professional development.  

 I watched Sadwithõs movie trailer and was impressed.  The cast in-

cludes a big -name star, Chris Cooper, to play Salinger, and the film has an 

intimate, authentic feel that draws your attention.  I was entirely the wrong 

audience for Sadwith, as I am a British literature specialist, but even I could 

see the importance of his movie.  

 Sadwith took the time to talk with 

me about his experience living, writing, 

and making the movie, and he wanted 

me particularly to know that the film is 

based in fact.  More than once he told 

me òItõs me.  I am that boyó which helps 

to explain its obvious authenticity.  He 

also told me he would be glad to send 

free bookmarks to every student study-

ing Catcher in the Rye .  If teachers write 

to Sadwith and tell him how many stu-

dents they have and where to send 

them, he will mail free bookmarks ad-

vertising his movie.  These are attrac-

tive bookmarks featuring scenes from 

the film.  

 I recently wrote to Sadwith, say-

ing the following:  
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Here is Jim Sadwithõs reply: 

 

 If you are a J. D. Salinger fan, if you already teach Catcher in the 

Rye to your students, this is a connection you donõt want to miss.  If 

youõve been looking for a book to engage your students, this connection 

may give you a new work to consider.  Remember that grants are available 

Dear Jim, 

 

When we spoke at NCTE in Atlanta, I told you my dean is a huge Salinger fan. He was very im-

pressed that I brought him your autograph, has watched the trailer, loves it, and says he is ordering 

the movie for our department. 

 

I am the editor of The English Pub: ACTELA Newsletter, which is the voice for spreading news 

among our NCTE affiliate in Arkansas.  In the upcoming issue, I am going to promote your movie 

and tell all the English and language arts teachers in our state about your offer of free bookmarks to 

teachers who are teaching Salinger in their classrooms. 

 

Is there anything else you'd like to say to Arkansas English and language arts teachers or that you'd 

like me to mention on your behalf? 

 

I loved the trailer, have told many people about it, and can't wait to watch the movie when my dean 

gets it for us. 

 

Keep up the good work! 

 

Kay 

Hi, Kay ð  
 
Thank you very much for your email! Iũm so glad your dean was impressed. Also 
thanks for your plan to publicize the film in your newsletter. You can mention 
that I have arranged with some schools to Skype with classes after theyũve 
seen the film and talk about my high school/Salinger experiences, filmmaking, 
writing, adapting material for stage and screen, etc.  So that is always out 
there as a possibility. This is a film that seems to touch people across the board 
ð high school students and baby boomers and all those in between.  Iũm sure it 
will do the same for the readers of your Newsletter. 
 
All the best, 
 
Jim 
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to help with the cost of purchasing class sets of books.  This might give 

someone ideas about applying for an Arnold Mini -Grant.  

 Salinger is a notoriously reticent figure, and authentic information 

about him is regrettably scarce.  Sadwithõs film marks an important contri-

bution to the field of Salinger criticism, and his willingness to interact with 

classroom teachers and student instruction make Sadwith a wealthy re-

source we can appreciate in Arkansas even if we must go to extraordinary 

lengths to get an opportunity to see his movie.  

 Here are the links Jim Sadwith provides for the trailer to his movie 

and other relevant websites:  

Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmPzNuwXKYk  

Audience:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pIjmsHUwo0  

Website:  http://comingthroughtheryemovie.com  

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ComingThroughTheRye  

 

 

 

 

 

If you make use of the 
movie in your class-

room, let us know 
how it influences stu-

dent learning and 
achievement.  If your 
students Skype with 

Sadwith, we want to 
know about that too.  

If you know of other 
recent sources of Sal-
inger research useful 

to classroom instruc-
tion, write and tell us 
the story.  Together 

we can compile a list 
of resources Arkansas 

teachers can use.  Image of James Sadwith  borrowed from his Twitter feed  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmPzNuwXKYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pIjmsHUwo0
http://comingthroughtheryemovie.com
https://www.facebook.com/ComingThroughTheRye
https://twitter.com/jimsadwith
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Points of Pride 
§ My students are the best thing about University of Arkansas at Monticello, and as 

an alumni I can vouch for the fact that the greatness continues for a lifetime!  We 
also have programs in Forestry and Natural Resources and Jazz Studies which are 

quickly gaining global reputations.  This year sixteen of my students accompanied 
me to ACC and made presentations of their research at the Preservice Roundtable.  
I am proud of each one of them for their willingness to take part in the profession-

al life of a teacher, and I am especially proud of my dean for seeing the importance 
of helping to fund their travel experience.  I believe the early conferencing experi-
ence gives my students a head start at their careers and a foundation for their 

graduate studies.   Kay Walter  

§ The fall semester provides many opportunities to see our students strive and suc-

ceed, however failures are often the seeds of future growth.  That is where we 
spent much of last semester, failing again and 
again.  My students often laugh because I am a 

failure based teacher.  We develop hard writing 
prompts and difficult tasks, and hand in hand we 

work through those as a class.  We see each other 
through many trials and over many obstacles to 
accomplish our goals.  One such student, this fall, 

was finally able to write a paper he was proud of, 
after weeks of trying to give up, and feeling he 
couldn't.  We, as a class, completed peer reviews, 

assisted in research challenges, and worked as editors to accomplish this goal.  It 
was not unnoticed how one student who had been struggling himself was both 

able to benefit from the process and contribute to another student's success.  We 
found hope in our despair and completed the writing together.  I leave fall behind 

excited about what spring holds.  Happy Holidays.   Grover Welch  

§ The following students were honored at the 
University of Arkansas Fort Smith School 

of Education Pinning Ceremony on Thurs-
day, 12/8/16. These students completed 
their internship during the fall 2016 and 

graduated 12/15/16 earning their degrees 
in English with Teacher Licensure: Lauren 
Tipton, Allison Harrison, Katie Cervantes, 

Courtney Holt, Angela Holohan, Ashley 
Gorham ñhurrah for our student members!   
Janine Chitty  UAFS Preservice English Teachers 
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§  While there are many accomplishments from various schools, I'd really like 

to specifically brag on the Newport School District.  Over the past several 
months, the 5th and 6th grade teachers have met regularly to look at data, 

learn about the newest assessments and curriculum frameworks, and prac-
tice new instructional strategies.  Not only are the teachers from multiple dis-
ciplines meeting together, but they also including the resource teachers and 

Gifted/Talented teacher.  Collectively, all of the teachers are coming together 
as one in order to best serve all students.  
 While these Professional Learning Communities are in their infancy, there 

are already signs of improved instruction and student achievement.  These 
teachers are truly growing through their professional learning communities 

and building great capacity among themselves.   Dawn Bessee  

§ One thing I've been really excited about is being able to have AMAZING So-
cratic Seminars with my students over video call.  We have an inner/outer 

circle and my kids are thriving and I am completely taking a backseat and let-
ting them take the reigns.  I was also asked to write about it for a Stenhouse 

book on Technology in the Classroom!  I'm just so proud of my kids and how 
they are growing in their discussions of literature and how being in so many 

different locations did not hinder them at all.   Cindy Green  

The 5th grade math teacher (front) and 
literacy teacher (back) are reading about 
effective writing instruction practices for 
mid -level students  

The resource teachers for upper elemen-
tary grades work together on a project.  

They are collaborating to analyze info -
graphics for craft and content.  

The 6th grade literacy teachers (center and right) include stu-
dent intern in discussions about text complexity.  

�1�H�Z�S�R�U�W�¾�V���V�L�[�W�K���J�U�D�G�H���P�D�W�K���D�Q�G���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�����I�D�U���O�H�I�W�����F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V��
to the discussion on complex texts in the content areas.  

Upcoming Endeavor  
Board member Grover Welch has plans to share with us a civil rights activity his 

students have been busy creating.  His explanation, and their letters, will appear 

in our next issue, so be on the lookout for interesting and exciting ideas to come!  


