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As the Middle English
lyric tells us, “Sumer is
ycomen in.” It's warm
now, but ACTELA board
members had to forego
their annual retreat this
year when winter
weather refused to
cooperate. In lieu of
that gathering, they
have worked hard to
stay connected virtual-
ly. The communications
are not as enriching but
still productive. Exciting
plans for ACC 2015 are
well underway now.
Read about conference
updates on page four.
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Letter from the President, Dixie Keyes

So, summertime. No longer do teachers
have languorous summers, or did they ever?
Some teachers must

pack their entire
classrooms for floor
waxing before their

year is over; some are

facilitating PD ses-
sions; some are
attending extended

summer institutes of

various kinds; some
write curriculum;

some work with ex-
tracurricular adven-

tures like cheerlead-

ing camps or summer school. Many use the
summer to work on NBCT portfolios or grad-
uate school. This summer, take a few mo-
ments and think about one precious thing
you can do for yourself—just you. One thing

We Want to Connect!

Visit our website: http://www.actela.org/home
Email our editor: walter@uamont.edu

Or Friend us on Facebook by searching:

selves this summer.

that is kind to yourself—perhaps a way to
rest or honor who you are. Start a poetry

journal; schedule
a few massages;
plan a pedicure
party with
friends; go to a
yoga class; spend
some afternoons
by a poolside;
map out the mov-
ies you missed
through year and
watch them. Life
is short and time
is precious. This

summer, do something for yourselves,
teachers...because you have spent the past
nine months, every day, committing your-
selves to many, many lives. Be kind to your-
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Zetta Elliott has accepted
ACTELAs invitation to be
visiting author for 2015.

+L;‘/ x ‘.ﬁ", A" ‘.‘)T’
2APKL

| 53%;11 |

In addition to her luncheon address and breakout workshop sessions at ACC, Zetta Elliott will be visiting schools in Arkansas to
share her books and ideas with public school students. The following schools will host her as our visiting author this year:

Star City High School, Consolidated Youth Services in Jonesboro, Lee County High School,

Find descriptions of and Bob Courtway Middle School in Conway

her ACC presentations . . . .
Discussion Questions For Teacher Use on Zetta Elliott’s Books

on page four.

. What is diversity and what does it add to our lives?
Q 2. How does reading feed our imaginations, and why does that make us richer?
3

Why is it important to find characters in books we read who are like ourselves? Should all

® the characters be similar to people we know?

Hear an Interview with Zetta Elliott about her writing here:

http://www.diyauthor.com/traditional-publishing-is-an-obsolete-model-with-author-zetta-elliott/

Which books by Zetta Elliott are your favorites? .'._7‘
If you have ideas for introducing Elliott’s works /&=
to students, share them! Email them to our
newsletter editor at walter@uamont.edu.




In Our Own Words

Feedback is important to help judge the quality of our work. Here are some of the
comments ACTELA has received recently:

“l had someone contact me about presenting at ACC!” Sunny Stiles-Foster
“Awesome!!!” Donna Wake
“The interdisciplinary conference you are sponsoring sounds like a great opportunity.” Elaine Simos

* & o o

“I am so excited about being at ACC this year.” Linda Arnold

ACTELA members, speak out!

Have comments to share? We welcome your ideas, ques-
tions, and suggestions. Let your voice be heard!

ACTELA News and Notes:

Congratulations to ACTELA’s President, Dr. Dixie Keyes, who recently
won a medal for completing a mini-triathlon and reminds us all of the
importance of staying physically active. Way to set a good example
and keep us all inspired, Dixie!

Louise Godwin has donated a UCA master’s hood to the College of Education to be
loaned to commencement candidates who cannot afford to purchase
hoods prior to their graduation ceremony. Do you know someone with
commencement regalia to pass along to a new generation of scholars
in Arkansas? Let us know, and we’ll help facilitate its continued use-

fulness.
%
Keep your fingers crossed! ACTELA Newsletter has applied for national ’ *
recognition from the annual NCTE Newsletter Award. Watch for the an- -
nouncement of our outcome in future issues. \

Congratulations to board member Dr. Kay Walter on

1 her appointment to a University of Arkansas System
ve rSI eVersity Design Team. Read about Arkansas’s newest
university here:
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS SYSTEM

http://eversity.uasys.edu/


http://eversity.uasys.edu/

News from Arkansas Curriculum Conference 2015

¢ Arkansas

e CURRICULUM CONFERENCE

CONFERENCE

ARKANSAS

Visiting Author Sessions

Zetta Elliott’s ACTELA Luncheon talk is "Inclusivity and Indie Authors: the Case for Commu-
nity-Based Publishing": Zetta Elliott evolved from an immigrant with a dream into a published
author of thirteen books for young readers. Her talk will include tips on promoting diversity
and equity in children’s literature.

In addition to her luncheon address, our visiting author will hold two breakout ses-
sions: “Music Stirs Memories”: In Zetta Elliott’s book B i , Méhkai uses his artistic ability to
preserve his favorite memories of his beloved brother, Marcus. This writing workshop, which
follows a PowerPoint presentation, encourages participants to use music to recall their happi-
est moment shared with someone far away. This memory is then documented in a “ sankofa
postcard” to their loved one. and “Crossing the Threshold”: Author Zetta Elliott shares her
particular interest in d 0 0 What do portals mean to black people whose ancestors once

Dr. Linda Arnold to Accept Carolyn Pitman
Lifetime Achievement Award

In 2014, ACTELA voted to present the Carolyn Pitman Lifetime Achievement
Award to our longstanding member and advocate, Dr. Linda Arnold. She was
unable to be present at the 2014 conference, so we deferred the presentation of
her award to 2015. At this year’s luncheon on Thursday, November 5th, the
award will be presented. To be present for Dr. Arnold’s acceptance speech, be
sure to purchase your luncheon tickets when you register for ACC 2015.

This year at ACC, Preservice teachers will share the results of cutting-
edge scholarship in the field of education. They will be ready to an-
swer questions in a fun, interactive session. Come support the new
generation of teachers and find out where research is headed as they
present their findings in a lively roundtable discussion.




Publications and Professional Development

Arkansas Anthology

Submissions are now closed for 2015. The review process is underway, and se-

lections for publication will be announced soon. Editor’s Choice Awards are pre-
sented at ACTELA’s Luncheon. Attend the Arkansas Anthology session at ACC

to hear selected authors read their work.
If you missed the deadline for submitting this year, it’s not too

soon to begin considering what to submit next year!

AEJ

The Publications Committee has estab-
lished a timeline for production of the
new journal. The theme for the first
issue is Voices in Teaching English and
Language Arts and the deadline for
submissions is June 2015. Look for a
Call for Submissions to be posted on
our website. All submissions will be
peer-reviewed, and electronic publica-
tion is anticipated in September. Stay
tuned for updates!

Writing Opportunities

and Summer Conferences

Summer offers many opportunities for professional enrichment. Here are events of note:

=

=

J

U

71st Annual Ar kansas

Writers?®o

Conference

Literacy Design Collaborative in Arkansas Conference http://www.arkansased.gov/
public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Professional_Development/

LDC_FLIER1_Jan27_2015.pdf

24" MELTA International Conference 2015 http://con2015.melta.org.my/
3rd Alumni, CTJ and Ibeu TEFL Conference https://

www.facebook.com/3rdTEFLConferencel/info?tab=page_info

2015 Memorial Library Summer Seminar on Holocaust Education in New York City

http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/events/801

Do you know of other summer options? Send them along so we can share ideas with all our members.
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Global Perspective

Teaching in the United Arab Emirates by Meredith Bruce, MEd
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readily open to |l earning through pl ay. Emirat.i
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ACTELA is particularly interested in membership-building this year.
Our ACTELA CIT, where we are considering an inquiry question about
harvesting the synergistic power of our membership, is open for com-
ment, and we have composed and distributed a letter to two-year college
English instructors telling them about our organization and inviting
them to join us. We also want to serve public and private school ELA
teachers, university English faculty, homeschooling parents who in-
struct their children in ELA, and everyone interested in strengthening
and supporting ELA education in Arkansas. Help us find and connect
with them. If you know people who aren’t members, and should be,
point them to our website, encourage them to become members, and
bring them with you to ACC to see how enriching the experience can be.



Making Connections

Exciting summer travel plans, ACTELA? Travel is a form of education that en-
courages learning beyond the classroom. Tell us where you are going and
what you hope to bring back to share with your students.

Email Contacts for Questions/Commepts

Membership jeffw@uca.edu
Anthology Submissions dkeyes@astate.edu
Teacher Initiatives oliverc@conwayschools.net

Have ideas you’d like to see discussed in our newsletter?

Send them to our newsletter editor at walter@uamont.edu
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