
Dear ACTELA Members , 

Welcome back! I hope that everyone 

enjoyed a break over the summer and the 

first weeks back to school have been 

filled with engagement, camaraderie, and 

plans for an eventful 

school year.  I, like 

many of you, attended 

some wonderful profes-

sional development this 

summer including the 

AP Summer Institute at 

UALR and an enlighten-

ing and inspiring affiliate 

meeting in St. Louis with 

NCTE leaders and other 

members from our region.  How wonder-

ful to see what NCTE and the other affili-

ates from around the country are doing 

for teachers in their respective states!  It 

gave your ACTELA representatives lots 

of ideas for Arkansas teachers, so be 

looking for new initiatives in upcoming 

emails and newsletters.  

The summer has also been busy with 

preparations for our Ar-

kansas Curriculum Con-

ference in Little Rock 

this November.  ACC 

2016 is going to be a 

spectacular conference, 

so I hope you all are 

planning on attending!  

Please stop by the 

ACTELA table in the Ro-

tunda to visit with us 

during the conference.  We want to meet 

you and know what further support we 

can provide for your teaching.  

Cindy Green, ACTELA President  

Visit our website :  www.actela.org  

 

Email our editor : walter@uamont.edu  

 

Or Friend us on Facebook : 

Arkansas Council of Teachers of  

English Language Arts  
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A teacherõs work is 

never done.  We use 

our summers to inspire 

ourselves to greater 

achievements each year. 

What uplifting summer 

experience will support 

your approach to teach-

ing this year? 
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Our Summer Endeavors  

Ý This summer we implemented a reading camp for struggling 
readers as part of the field requirement for our MAT program. 
It has been so exciting to see our teacher candidates plan for and work with 
students who need them. My favorite part of the experience is leading the de-
brief after each tutoring session. This experience has really reinvigorated me 
and my course. I can't wait for the fall camp to begin.  Jeff Wittingham 

Ý Attending my required professional development for English Language Arts (ELA) in early June 
was inspiring because it is there that I got a few technology tips that I will make an attempt to 
utilize in my class in the upcoming year.  This year, I have every intention of using "Plickers" in 
my class as a way of assessing student learning of grammar concepts or reading vocabulary.  I 
am still studying the process, but my cards are ready!  I also had the wonderful opportunity to 
teach in the BearsWrite Summer Camp at UCA.  This camp is exciting for the students because 
they get to be creative authors, and I get inspired by the creative ways they are able to think and 
express themselves through the lessons we have given them!  My heart always leaps with joy 
when it's time for "Pens to Pixels"!!!  Finally, I spent a good portion of my summer with the 
"Choosing To Excel" group developed by Mrs. Thelma Moton.  Since Sharon G. Flake is one of my 
favorite authors, I wanted to expose the group of young girls I was privileged to meet with her 
work.  We read Unstoppable Octobia May which was a great book to fit in with the organization's 
theme: "Be Different.°  What a joy it is to be able to implement a great book with developing 
great character.  I was a little physically drained but definitely inspired to return to the classroom 

with a different view of the academic world.  Janie Mason 

Ý 

Corey Oliver 

Ý I attended AP Summer Institute at UALR for 
AP English Literature and, as always, it was an 

inspiring and educational week. I met new 
teachers and gained a lot of wonderful material 

for my classes. The week spent with other AP 
teachers is a breath of life for the summer 

months and keeps me focused through the year 
ahead.  Cindy Green 

Ý This past summer, I was able to attend training in 
Fayetteville, AR. The training was concerning the new 
science standards in Arkansas. For the past couple of 
years, I felt like I wasn't smart or good enough to teach 



Preservice Roundtable at ACC  
Young scholars from UAM, UAFS, and ASU will be presenting their research at 

ACC.  Come see the results of their cutting -edge scholarship in English lan-

guage arts and literature studies!  Our guidance helps mentor our preservice 

members into the start of their careers as teachers and advocates of literacy.  

They are the future of our profession, 

and we can help them make a success-

ful transition from life at the university 

to the realities of public school class-

rooms.  

Visit the Preservice Roundtable session 

to meet them and support their efforts to 

become tomorrowõs excellent teachers of 

English and Language Arts.  

science. New Generation Science training showed 
me differently. Training is for three years. I am 
very excited to be incorporating these new stand-
ards in my kindergarten classroom this year. Go 

science!    Brycial Williams  

Ý Being part of ACTELA inspires Sherri Thorne:

 I have been swamped all summer with various 
assignments.  It is an honor to be a part of this 
thriving organization, and I am so proud of the 
great work that members are accomplishing for 
English/Language Arts. 
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